
  
 

 

 
 

God shows up in different ways…. 
 
The men’s breakfast is hosted in the Fellowship hall at First Church the first and third Saturdays 

of the month. The breakfast starts at 8:00 am (guys show up to help with preparations at 7:00 am). 

Those attending are men from the community, returning citizens (recently incarcerated) and 

members of First Church. 

 

Anywhere from 25 – 40 men show up for 

breakfast. However, the actual breakfast is not the 

best part of this gathering. The best part is the 

sharing and fellowship, being part of a group of 

men who are building relationships together. As 

we share, listen and pray for one another we 

realize that we are no different from the person 

sitting across the table. Regardless of our social or 

economic level, the common denominator that 

makes us alike is: We all deal with crises or issues 

in our lives. 

 

I encourage men to come and be a part of this gathering. God shows up in different ways…and 

He shows up every time.  
                                                                                                                Bryan Blakely 

 

 
 

 

 

Originally I hoped the men's breakfast would have men from church and the 

community gathering together for a meal and fellowship, building relationships. This 

would include a speaker afterwards to talk about an organization or event they were 

involved in. After several months with few or no one attending, Pastor Randy asked if 

he could invite the men from CLEAR to come. It filled a need for all of us, was 

enjoyed by all and was decided to be held twice a month.  God changed the path to 

sharing our struggles with each other and spending time in prayer.  God's plans are not 

our plans. God is good.  
                                                                                                       Dave Lautenbach 
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Meet  

Joe 

Myers 
 

 

 

The expanded hours of Bates Place created 

the need for another receptionist. So again 

we contacted AARP and were assigned 

Joe Myers. Joe comes in mid-morning and 

stays until closing at 4 PM. 

 

Joe is a native of Elkhart, IN. He was a 

truck driver for many years. When health 

issues forced him to give it up, he filled a 

position as a stock person at Wal-Mart. 

Seventeen months ago he came to Grand 

Rapids. He found out about the AARP 

Employment Program through an ad in the 

Grand Rapids Press. This is his first 

AARP position. He has acknowledged 

God’s working in his life and is an active 

member of the Living Word Fellowship on 

Division Ave. 

 

At Bates Place he especially enjoys the 

C.L.E.A.R. meetings. Though he has never 

been in prison, he faces many of the same 

daily challenges. Just meeting the people 

who come to Bates Place is easy for this 

outgoing person. When “off the job’” he 

walks a lot, enjoys fishing and just 

mingling with people. He is hoping to 

soon be able to get a bike so he can do 

some serious riding. 

In April we began tracking 

the reasons visitors came to 

Bates Place. 

 

Tallies for April are:  

 

  Meet with staff…….…..27 

 

  Use computer…...….…23 

 

  Use telephone………...30 

 

  Photocopy……………….1 

 

  Fax………………………0 

 

  Other…………………...10 

In an effort to broaden the 

reach of ministry, Bates Place 

has expanded its hours of 

operation: 

 

Monday:  8:30 – 4:00 

             (previously closed) 

 

Tuesday: 8:30 – 4:00 

         (previously 9:00 – 3:00) 

 

Wednesday: 8:30 – 4:00 

          (previously 9:00 - 3:00) 

 

Thursday: 11:00 – 1:00 

          CLEAR program 

 

Friday:  8:30 – 4:00 

         (previously 9:00 – 3:00)  



 

 Bates Place …                

      on the Web! 

 
Bates Place Ministries officially 

joined the World Wide Web last 

month (April 2012) with the launch 

of a new web site at 

www.batesplacegr.org. 

 

The new site sports a very simple structure, providing an overview of the ministry, its 

mission, and its programs.   It also features pages where visitors can sign up for the 

newsletter, to volunteer at Bates Place, or even make an online donation through a page 

that is linked to the Bates Place PayPal account. 

 

The web site, linked to the First Church web site (www.firstcrc.org), is hosted by the 

same service provider, Clover Sites, which features a user-friendly platform to create and 

update the site. 

 

“Selecting a user-friendly host site was important,” comments Jim Van Wingerden, office 

and communications manager.  “Web sites are not static—there’s always a need for 

updating, adding new photos, etc., so a simple platform like Clover Sites was important 

in making the selection for a host. The church had already made the decision to use 

Clover Sites for the church web site, so it seemed like a good choice for Bates Place as 

well.” 

 

 “We originally wanted an even simpler address—www.batesplace.org—but discovered 

that this address was already being used when we did a search for available URLs,” adds 

Jim. “We felt that batesplacegr.org was a likely second choice—it is simple, short, and 

easy to remember.” 

 

Check out Bates Place on the Web!  Maybe you will be the first visitor to make an online 

donation! 

                                ------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

    Bryan’s Bates Blog   
Check out Bryan’s Bates Blog!  This is a new 

blog (web log) that Pastor Bryan Blakely will 

use to share some of the stories and 

celebrations chronicling how God is at work 

through the ministry of Bates Place. You can 

access Bryan’s Bates Blog through links from 

Bates Place’s new web site or you can access 

it directly through Blogger at: 

http://bryansbatesblog.blogspot.com/ 

http://www.batesplacegr.org/
http://www.firstcrc.org/
http://bryansbatesblog.blogspot.com/


ChanGes…… 
 The Community Meal is picking up its place settings and 

moving to Wednesday for the months of May and June. The 

upcoming schedule follows: 

 

May 9-June 13: Come and join us for delicious food and 

friendly fellowship on Wednesdays at 5. 

 

June18-21: Experience and 

share in the life of Daniel during the evenings of First 

Church’s Vacation Bible School, Monday – Thursday 

at 6. 

 

June 27-September 5: Community Meal will take a 

“vacation” as we rejuvenate and plan for the coming 

Fall season. 

 

September 12: Tentative start date for the “revamped” combination of the Community 

Meal and the Midweek program. 

 

The Community Meal continues to provide blessings in surprising ways. To begin with, 

the food is delicious! Tina Pierson and Judie Verhulst continually amaze us with creative 

menus carefully prepared for about 75 people! The fellowship during the meal has also 

been amazing. We never quite know what might happen. During the past year, folks have 

offered their musical gifts by playing guitar and piano.  

 

We cheered loudly after witnessing the marriage 

proposal of a couple that faithfully comes to the meal. 

Folks have also shared some of the difficulties of their 

lives. We have prayed for the loss of loved ones and for 

the health of those dealing with significant illnesses.  

We want to include a special “Thank you” to the Calvin 

Nursing program who provided blood pressure screenings 

and health information during the last few months. They 

offered helpful tips and encouragement for all of us to 

live healthier lives! 

 

When we start again in the fall the Community Meal will 

be undergoing some changes that will build on the 

relationships developed over the past year. Stay tuned for 

further updates! 

  



 

                Join Our Friend-Raising 

 
Bates Place Ministries became a 501© 3 not-for-profit ministry in 2011.  This 

designation actually positions Bates Place as a separate legal entity from First Church, 

governed by an independent board of directors.  Currently, all of the Bates Place board 

members are also members of First Church: 

 

              Joel Ruiter, President                               Klasien Vaalburg 

              Judy Huizinga                                          Scott Van Drunen 

              Dave Jacobs                                             Mark Zietse    

 

Though they are separate legal entities, Bates Place and First Church are closely 

connected.  This year most of the funding for Bates Place originates from a generous 

grant of $64,000 from First Church.  The budget for 2012, however, calls for an 

additional amount of $10,000 to be raised from other sources. Currently we are 

considering new strategies to raise this additional $10,000.  Those strategies include 

seeking support from: 

 

 Individual Donors (including donors from within First Church) 

 Other Area Churches (Christian Reformed, as well as other denominations) 

 Local Businesses (grants as well as in-kind gifts of goods and services 

 Community and Family Foundations 

Fund-raising research clearly demonstrates that the vast majority of funds for an 

organization such as Bates Place will be most successfully raised by building 

relationships with individual donors.  Certainly there is opportunity to pursue funds from 

community foundations, businesses, and even other churches.  But the most sustainable 

and cost-effective fund development strategy for Bates Place is to seek relationships with 

individual donors who will pray for and support Bates Place through regular donations.   

How can you help?  Help us to do effective fund-raising through “friend-raising.”  

Please help us build our database of persons who could possibly become a friend and 

supporter of Bates Place.  If everyone reading this newsletter would take the time to 

provide us with 5-10 “referrals” this could potentially help us expand a much broader 

community of support for Bates Place Ministries.   

 

Who might you include on your list of “friend-referrals”?  Most importantly, include 

persons who have a heart for Jesus Christ and for an urban ministry such as Bates Place.  

Include: 

 

 Your relatives 

 Your spouse’s relatives 



 Your children’s in-laws 

 Your friends 

 Friends you know through a Christian school community 

 Neighbors 

 Co-workers 

 Bible study friends 

 Bowling, golf friends 

 College friends 

You get the idea.   

 

Names you provide as friend-referrals would be added to the distribution list for Bates 

Place newsletters and e-newsletters.  These persons will not receive a telephone call 

asking them for a donation.  They will also not be told that you were the source of 

referral (unless they contact us and ask).  They will, however, be provided with an 

opportunity to consider whether Bates Place is a ministry worthy of: 

 

 their prayer support.   

 their volunteer time and effort.  

 their financial support.   

You are invited to participate in Bates Place’s first Friend-Raising Campaign!  Please 

consider who might be included on your list.  Use the following form to prompt your 

thinking and submit (to the church office or Jim Van Wingerden) by July 1, 2012. 

 

Name(s) Address Email Address 

   

   

   

   

   

   

 

These friend-referrals referred by ___________________________________________ 

 

 

 


